
South African Women for Women

&

Zenzele 
òA person is a person because he recognizes others as persons.ó

Quote by Archbishop Desmond Tutu



What is 
South African Women for 

Women?

Â A not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
the empowerment of South African girls 
and women

Â Established in 1996 to address the needs 
of women who live in South Africa and 
those who have settled in Canada 

Â The organization has the Canada mandate 
to educate female students through the 
Desmond Tutu Scholarship Fund 



Zenzele

You can do it!
Loans & education empower the 

world's poorest women to end hunger 



What is Zenzele?

Â Zenzele has its roots in the impressive work done 
by the Board and volunteers of South African 
Women for Womensince its inception in 1996

Â Run by women for women, Zenzeleis a registered 
charitable, not-for-profit, membership-based 
organization established in 2007

Â Based in Toronto, Canada, Zenzeleprovides skill 
training, entrepreneurial development and business 
support to women residing in underdeveloped and 
poverty stricken countries in Africa



Zenzele Micro-Credit Fund

Small Loans, Big Dreams!



ZENZELE Micro -Credit Fund

Â Food, shelter, health and education are basic human rights. All 
societies have the responsibility to ensure that an environment 
conducive to these basic human requirements is sustained. 
Employment is also a right, but unfortunately no society can assure 
wage-based work for all. The alternative is self -employment. Most 
large financial institutions currently ignore almost two -thirds of the 
world's population

Â ñSo I say the right to credit should have the topmost priority on the 
list of human rights.ò

- Muhammad Yunus, founder of the Grameen Bank (Yunus 2006) 

Â Zenzele believes the establishment of a vibrant micro-credit fund 
directed at driving a sustainable entrepreneurial class will 
dramatically alleviate unemployment in under developed areas



Why Microfinance?

Â The movement to expand financial services for the poor as a 
grassroots development strategy is a relatively recent 
phenomenon. Microfinance, emphasizes granting small loans 
to the poorest of the poor without requiring collateral, will 
empower, in the absence traditional financial services, the 
most impoverished people in developing countries to consider 
the marketability and credit-worthiness of their impressive 
subsistence & survival expertise 

Â Credit programs will allow the poor access to small capital 
investment (and other low-cost financial services). In turn 
these loans will generate self-employment projects, vital 
income and eventually self-reliance 

http://www.csa.com/discoveryguides/microfinance/gloss.php?SID=ngcjlbdqft1s1rron8ql6fhkq2


Microfund for WOMEN!
Defending Dignity ïFighting Poverty

Â Microfund for Women aims to harness the productive capacity of micro -
entrepreneurs in AFRICA. With a particular focus on women, sustainable 
financial and non -financial services will be provided: 

Objectives

Â To provide best -practice financial and non -financial services to 
underprivileged micro -entrepreneurs

Â To contribute to the empowerment of underprivileged women as they 
gradually become income earners. Experience has shown that earning 
capacity is directly related to household and community decision -making 

Â To reduce unemployment by enhancing economic opportunities and 
providing support to entrepreneurial enterprises 

Â To improve the overall economic status of micro -entrepreneur women & 
their families through access to credit 



ZENZELE Micro -Credit Fund

Â The ZENZELE Micro-Credit Fund extends very small loans 
(microloans ) to the unemployed, impoverished 
entrepreneurs and to others who are not considered 
bankable

Â These individuals lack collateral, steady employment and 
a verifiable credit history and therefore are not able to 
meet minimal qualifications for access to traditional 
credit 

Â Microcredit is a part of microfinance, which is the 
provision of a wider range of financial services to the 
very poor 

Â The Foundation provides a charitable tax receipt to 
donors



ZENZELE Micro -Credit Fund

Â We are in agreement with three organizations in South 
Africa to source that projects funded with Canadian 
Dollars (small amounts) be loaned to women in South 
Africa at a very low interest rate of return ïthey are:

Â The Mpilonhle Project 

Â The Dreamcatcher/Kamamas

ÂPatricia Matolengweôs Womenôs housing 
Program.



ZENZELE Micro -Credit Fund

The MPILONHLE PROJECT www.mpilonhle.org
Â The very first scholarship recipient of South African Women for 

Women went to Noma Mtshali in 1999. Ms Mtshali received 
micro loans through SAWW that she effectively invested in this 
project

Â The project provides HIV Survivors with a group learning 
experience and enhances the ability of single mothers and 
domestic abuse survivors to secure income-generating 
occupations

Â Women are assisted in achieving self-employment and 
empowerment within community support systems via small loans 
that fund operational training and the necessary lifestyle 
adjustments

http://us.oneworld.net/files/images/18482.jpg


ZENZELE Micro -Credit Fund

THE DREAMCATCHER/KAMAMMAS

Â Women (Kamammas)are recruited & trained to provide 
community-based Home Staysand Home Cookingfor overseas 
tourists looking for an authentic experience

Â The Kamammasare assisted in their goal to create a 
revolutionary space within the tourism industry. This is a 
refreshing take on corporate ownership as we know it, allowing 
the Kamammasto share their cooking talents and culture at 
local level, the Cook-Ups feed into a wider global kitchen that 
allows matriarchs to spread the benefits of tourism to their 
community at large.



HOW ARE WE MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE?

Â Improve the lives of women and their families by 
vocational training, teaching of basic business skills

Â Tackle and eradicate poverty and unemployment with 
lasting results 

Â Work closely with identified matriarchs, mothers and 
grand-mothers of children in communities across 
Southern Africa

Â Develop and nurture a network of strategic partners and 
alliances throughout Southern Africa, and internationally, 
to work in harmony as a committed, caring team to 
reach the main objective of poverty alleviation

Â In order to manage the impact of the micro businesses 
on environments and communities, spearhead and 
engage in initiatives, which will encourage waste 
prevention, efficient energy consumption and 
environmental awareness. 



ZENFUND SOLAR HOT WATER for

HOMESTAYS WITH KAMAMMA

Houses in the townships often have no access to 

hot water. Houses are usually not insulated with 

no ceilings and no heating inside. 

South Africa also struggles with its power supply; 

power is scarce and power is expensive. Many 

families cannot afford it. Living without hot water 

has a health risk; you cannot clean and wash 

properly.

Solar geysers save the environment and 

guarantee a constant hot water supply. Donations 

will provide for the installation of a solar geyser. 


